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POSSESSION OBTAINED

TRAINSFER OF VALUABLE REALTY

TO WOODWARD & LOTHROP.

Large Increase in Boston House Pro-

posed to Cost Nearly Hall

a Million.

A deed is to be placed on record In a

day or two by which the property known
as St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, on G
street between leith and 11th streets, will
be transferred to Woodward & Lothrop,
the proprietors of the Boston House. An
agreement for the purchase of this prop-
erty was made In June, 1S, and one
of the conditions was that actual pos-
session would not be given uptil the di-
rectors of the asylum could provide
a new home for the institution. This has
been done, and the orphat asylum Is now
in a fine new builting that has been erect-
ed on the Edgewood property, north of
Eckington. It was also stipulated that the
price agreed upon for the property, which
reached the large aggregate of $450.000,
could be paid in installments. Since then
the agent of the asylum directors, Mr. U.
14. Ridenour of the R. 0. Holtzman real
estate office, received In cash half of the
purchase price, and upon the recording of
the deed the entire amount will be paid.

Nearly a Square.
This new addition to the already large

realty holdings of this firm- In the square
bounded by F, G, 10th and 11th streets,
where their business establishment is 10-
cated. places them in control of practically
the entire square. The present building oc-

cuples 30,4NKK square feet and when the new
part is erected covering the asylum prop-
erty, the space on each floor will be In-
creased by 20,4K00 square feet, thus giving a
grand total of 50,01,0 square feet on each of
the six stories of the old part and the seven
and perhaps eight stories of the new por-
tion of this extensive emporium of trade.
This purchase is notable on account of

the new area secured in the heart of the
business center of the city. and In the price
paid, making the transaction one of great
importance in the real estate market In this
city. Having a frontage of 20 feet on G
street and 110 feet both on 10th and 11th
streets, the consideration for the 20,0Li
square feet was $22.5o per square foot.
The acquisition of this property marks

only the beginning of an expenditure which
Is contemplated by Messrs. Woodward &
Lothrop. for they propose the improvement
of the additional ground by the erection of
a structure which will be a part of the
present extensive building. Next week the
work is to be begun of removing the old
asylum building, and when that is accom-
plished the foundations will be laid. Owing
to the difference in the grade of the G
street and F street fronts, it will be neces-
sary to)provide a' sub-basement, so that
the foundations will extend some distance
below the surface. Upon them will rise the
superstructure, the details of which have
not as yet been decided upon. It will be
seven stories in height-probably eight.

Expenditure of Halt a Million.
The money needed for this great under-

taking will come from local tinancial instl-
tutions, as the Washington Loan and Trust
Company and the American Security and
Trust Company have assisted in advancing
the funds. It is estimated that the expen-
diture will represent about a half a million
of dollars, and when the work is completed
the entire establishment, merely from the
stundpoint of size, will be one of the great
mercantile cmporiums in this country.

It has grown with the growth of the
city, and in this sense the Boston Store
typifies in a substantial fashion the mate-
rial development of the city during the
past twenty years. The fact that the new e

establishment of Woodward & Lothrop will
rank with the great commercial concerns
ilf this country is a striking demonstration
of the importance as well as magnitude of :
the business interests of the nation's cap-italI.

John Randolph of Roanoke.
To the FAlitor ot The Evening Star:
In your issue of the 7th instant, over the

signature of Euphrasle B. Randolph, I am 4
made the subject of a species of abuse a.nd
my vera'eity called Into question. That kind
)f tirade does not disturb me.
The remarks in "Reminiscenses" about

John Randolph are not new. They are front
history published in magazines and news-
pap-rs and widely circulated more than
half a century ago, and now rewritten for
the p-rusal and instruction of the two gen-erations of readers who have matured dine..
the active career of the man of Roanoke
closed.
Mr. Randolph was beyond all doubt [

one time a boarder at the Franklin Mluuse.
kept by William O'Neal. I have freqg'ni ly
secn him coming out of that hostelry im-i
mediately after breakfast (lay after day.
and it is not within the probabilities ihathe would at that early hour have been ther
had le not been one of the regular boarders.

It is quite likely that he was at some time
a guest at the old Union Hotel, corner of
Bridge and Washington streets, George-
town, as he was in Congress for many
years, andl some of the membe'rs logd t
there diurig the sittings. But if the true
original register of the Franklin could be
produced-now an impossibility-the name
of John Randolph would be found on its
pages. There can be no reasonabile dloutt
about that. Every one of the late old men
who were boys in their teens in the secoudl
decade of the nineteenth century would if
here be witnesses of the assertion of Ran-
dolph's occupancy of rooms in the Franklin
during some period of his congressional ea-
reer here. I say here because he was in
Congress when it met in Philadelphia, as
I have heard a close old friend say that he
went to independence Hall, where the ses-
sions were then held, to listen to his eloi-
juence between the years 1794 and 1796
or '1P7.
Yes, to this day aristocracy and bitter

sarcasm are a bane.
Most human beings are at the close of

life anxious to do redeeming acts, and we
may hope that the great I am will hear I
and notice our petitions if they are sincere
and from the heart. And we have a good I
undoubted basis for hope that the true pen -f
itent will be heard and pardon extended.
The "good repartee" involves a forbidden 'I

Indulgence. The arbiter of our destinies
has said. "vengeance is mine; I will repay."
It is bread to the duelist, but death to the|
soul. I am not alluding here to the Clay-
Randolph hostile meeting. In that affair
John Randolph acted nobly and in the hIgh-
est degree commendable.
As the writer of the defense claims, no

man Is free from faults. No, error is not
confined to sex, age nor condition. But
few seek to reform until the shadow ap-
pears, and the effects of the injustice, hu-
miliation and injury done cannot then be i
removed or avoided. I
Instead of using the "Defense of John l

Randolph" for kindling or carpets, I shall
preserve it as an evidence that revenge is
a cultivated characteristic.

W. W. BIIRTHI.
Mirs. McKinley's Almnent.

From the Newi Y'rt Herald.

The illness of Mrs. Mclinley, due, as it
is reported, to a "bone felon" of one of her I
fingers, is not In Itself of a serious nature,.I
Although the pain occasioned by the local I
intiammation is very great and the consti-il
tutional disturbance more or less severe.,i
there is no danger of blood poisoning when
prompt treatment Is given by free Incision
of the affected part. As the latter has I
already been done by her physician, it is to
be hoped that her recovery wIll be rapid
and satisfactory.
Generally the disease is caused by a

severe bruise, which infiames the. covering
of the bone, causing deep-seated suppura-
tion.
As the investing membrane of the boneL

is very firm and unyielding, the accumula-=
tion of the effusion underneath it has no
ready vent, and when relief of pain and
tensIon is not afforded by a deep cut either
the bone Itself~ is apt to be destroyed or the p
finger is rendered useless by subsequent p
destruction of its joints and tendons.
When the operation is delayed by wanta

of pluck in the patient the "matter" is
likely to burrow under the deeper tissues of tU
the palm and jeopardise the entIre hand. ti
Happily, in these times of improved local vjanaesthesia there need be no pain felt byI
the knife, and, with the perfection of I
wound treatment, no fear of subsequent ti
blood infection. .Pl

It is not at all unlikely that in a person elwith delicate bands a comparatively slIght ti
injury may cause a relatively great amount b:of miachief. Hence it is quite possible that C
the mere pressure on finger rngs by hearty A
handshaking may have been the initiatire, a
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